9/21/25 Homer Garden Club Meeting – Minutes
   The annual ‘Autumn Appetizers’ and election meeting started off with many offerings of tasty Hors d’oeuvres & snacks.
1. Attendance and Announcements – The business meeting started at 2:21 with 29 attendees.  Donna Rae Faulkner announced that people could bring apples to Oceanside Farm for juicing.  A 5-gallon bucket will make about 2 gallons.  She also announced that there will be an End-of-Life program on the 5 Wishes put on by SPHS on November 3.
2. Additions to Agenda - None
3. Secretary’s Report – No report
4. Treasurer’s Report – Kendall reported that we have $15,000 in CDs and $13,054.28 available in cash for a total of $28,054.28. She asked membership to let board members know if there are projects we could support or a need for scholarships.  Louise reported that there are 135 members which takes our numbers back up to pre-Covid level.  She noted that we still have Garden Club books and aprons for sale for $25.  The new membership year starts in October and is still a bargain for $10!  You can send checks through the mail or pay at a meeting.
5. Committee Reports
a. Speaker’s Committee – Fran announced she is stepping down as VP and would like to have one or two people to step up.  She has done much of the work for this year, scheduling speakers through April of next year.  Someone is needed to coordinate with each speaker ahead of the meeting to make sure they get all necessary information.  This will not require much time since Fran has done so much of the initial contacts!  If we don’t get a volunteer, we may not have monthly speakers after March or April.  Upcoming speakers:  October - Don & Donna Rae from Oceanside Farms will give a PechaKucha presentation; November – We will be sharing photos of our gardens from this past summer (send your photos to Fran by the 2nd week of October – Durner1@gmail.com); December – No meeting; January – Marion Owen from Kodiak; February – Yarrow and possibly Shawn from the Pratt Museum gardens will talk about the Orchid family and 33 species of local orchids;  March or April – Josh Smith to speak about native plants and will bring some plants for sale; April or March – Dahlias.  Again, we are looking for one or two people to help coordinate speakers, with most of the work already done for this year!
b. Social Committee  - Michael passed around a calendar for people to sign up for snacks at each meeting.  Michael will contact each person to remind them before the date they signed up for.
c. Newsletter – Paula asked that people send in articles to put in the newsletter whenever they want to write one or find a good one to share.
d. Baycrest Garden Committee – Lorraine Haas from Pioneers of Alaska asked for help to maintain their garden at Baycrest.  Brenda Adams, who heads up the maintenance of our garden there, is willing for us to take it over as long as the invasive Centaurea can be removed. There was a short discussion on working together to clean up both Baycrest garden beds in the spring.
e. Plant Sale – No report
f.    Garden Tour – A new committee (4-6 people) is needed.  There are some gardeners willing to share their gardens, but a committee is required to coordinate and organized the event.
6. Other – Elections
· President - Kathy Dube’ was reelected unanimously.
· VP – No candidate
· Secretary – Tina Seaton was reelected unanimously.
· Bank Account Treasurer – Kendall DellaSperanza was reelected unanimously.
· Membership Treasurer – Louise Ashmun was reelected unanimously.
· Social/Hospitality Chair – Michael Murray was reelected unanimously.
· Historian – Elaine Burgess was reelected unanimously.
· Newsletter Editor – Paula Riley was reelected unanimously.
· Publicity Chair – Francie Roberts has been acting as publicity chair but was unable to attend this meeting.  We will address this position at the next meeting.

There were free strawberry runners to take home along with some donated carrots and Peggy brought some beautiful flowers in pots and vases for all to enjoy!
The meeting ended at 3:12.
Respectfully submitted,
Tina Seaton
