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Yarrow Hinnant has been immersed in
the world of plants since helping is his
grandmothers’ gardens in North Caroli-
na as a child. His interest in herbalism
developed in the deserts of the South-
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The next HGC meeting will
be February 15 at 2:00 at
the Aspen Hotel.

February 2026
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February Meeting Will Feature
Yarrow Hinnant Discussing Orchids

west and ultimately carried him to the
rainforests of the Pacific Northwest and
up to Alaska. In those regions, he
worked in the backcountry of several
National Parks, immersing in complex
ecological systems and learning about
as many plants as possible.

An avid gardener and landscape de-
signer with a love of natural systems,
Yarrow has engaged with plants as a
gardener, farmer, herbalist, trail builder,
and curator. Orchids have recently be-
come a focal point in Yarrow’s life
through involvement with the Smithson-
ian Environmental Research Center
engaging in educational programs in
local schools. Yarrow moved to Homer
in 2017 and has been a member of the
Homer Garden Club since 2018. Yar-
row currently works as the Curator of
Botanical Exhibits at the Pratt Museum,
here in Homer.



January 2026 Treasurer’s Report

by Kendall Dellaesperanza,

Homer Garden Club
Treasurer Report January 2026 (FY25-26)

Income

Donation $500.00

Total Income $500.00

Expenses

Aspen Hotel Venue (December) $209.00

Aspen Hotel Venue (November) $209.00

Speaker expenses $983.18

Honorarium $200.00

Stationary $10.77

Total Expenses $1,611.95

Checking Beginning Balance 1/01/2026 $ 6,397.06
Income $ 500.00
Expenses $ 1,611.95

CD dividend $ 16.90
Interest $ 0.28

Ending Balance 1/31/2026 $ 5,302.29

Money Market Beginning Balance 1/01/2026 $ 6,244.89
Interest $ 1.06

Money Market Ending Balance 1/31/2026 $ 6,245.95

CD 18 month term (maturity 10/10/2026) $ 10,336.14

interest/dividend

CD 18 month term (maturity 3/30/2026) $ 5,000.00

interest/dividend (transferred to checking)

CD Ending Balance 1/31/2026 $ 15,336.14

|Tota| Ending Balance 1/31/2026 $ 26,884.38 |

DUDE! T'VE BEEN
REPLACED BY
A DRONE!

HOW SWEET!A
POZEN BGES!

“I didn’t let Valentine’s Day ruin my diet. I ate
the flowers and put the chocolates in a vase.”



Notes From the President

Both the Weather and Zoom Can Be Unpredictable!

by Kathy Dube’, President

Mother Nature doesn’t seem to be quite sure what to do about the weather this winter — either it’s bone-
chillingly cold or it's 40 degrees and raining. | guess the good news is that we can at least order seeds and
start plants inside where we have at least a little control over their environment and feel some hope for

Spring.

Last month’s Zoom call had some issues, | think because the hotel Wi-Fi kept going in and out and it was
hard to keep track of that as well as keep the PowerPoint going for the presenter. | apologize for that and
hopefully it will be back to “normal” and working well for the February meeting.

Here’s the Zoom info if you want to join us that way — or at the Aspen Hotel in person.

Topic: Homer Garden Club February Meeting
Time: Feb 15, 2026 02:00 PM Alaska

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/849555055287

pwd=fN1dzv5bt8Eaqdb820RWbaohZNOW4Y .1
Meeting ID: 849 5550 5528
Passcode: 630168

To call in to just the audio part: +17193594580,,84955505528#,,,,*630168#

HGC January Minutes

1-18-26 Homer Garden Club General Membership
Meeting - Minutes

Announcements — Fran announced a memorial for
Elaine Grabowski at Lands End on Jan. 31%. She
said she and Elaine sold Garden Club tickets eve-
ry year at City Hall. She is looking for any photos
that might include Elaine.

Peggy offered extra gardening and homesteading
magazines for members to take.

Brenda Adams noted that a Master Gardener class is
currently in session with 170 students.

Secretary’s Report — Tina apologized that the Novem-
ber meeting minutes did not properly identify the
slide show photo presenters - Kim Dickinson, Fran
Derner, Shirley Forquer, Michael Houghton, and
Brenda Adams.

Treasurer’'s Report — Kendall reported $1,500. In
CD’s, and $1,300 on hand for a total balance of
$27,942.48. She said the Aspen’s new system
had a glitch which returned the payment for this
month’s rent, but she assumed it would be
straightened out by next month.

Committee Reports

Garden Tour — With no volunteers to run the tradition-
al garden tour, we will plan to hold pop-up tours of
member’s gardens.

by Tina Seaton, Secretary

Speaker’'s Committee — New co-VP’s were intro-

duced: Marj Ringer and Kim Dickenson have
agreed to coordinate speakers for each meeting.
Future speakers: February - Yarrow Hinnant,
March — Working on someone to speak on Dahl-
ias, April — open, May — Josh Smith

Baycrest Garden Committee — Brenda reminded us

about the spring maintenance for the Baycrest
garden. The spring clean-up happens in May, be-
fore the plant sale. She passed around a calen-
dar to sign up for summer maintenance.

Social Committee - Michael reported the snack sign

up list is all filled through the May meeting. He
thanked those who brought snacks.

Newsletter — Paula reported that she will be gone in

February and March and that Francie has volun-
teered to take over the Newsletter production
while she is gone. Please send any newsletter
additions to Francie while she is gone.

Plant Sale — Paula reminded everyone to remem-
ber the plant sale coming up and plant extras this
spring.

Scholarship — Nothing to report

Giving Committee — Nothing to report
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Guest Speaker Marion Owen on Garden Myths worth
breaking.

Marion Owen is an organic gardening educator based
in Kodiak with more than 40 years of hands-in-the-
dirt experience. She writes a weekly gardening
column, co-authored the New York Times best-
seller Chicken Soup for the Gardener’s soul, and
teaches gardeners how to grow better plants. She
has a You tube channel called the Up-beet Gar-
dener. Marion started her talk with 5 gardening
myths that she challenges:

You Cand& Grow that! — “Don’t wait for permission,
experiment and try new plants every season”. She
noted that flat leaf spinach will grow in colder
temps and to keep the soil on the dry side for win-
ter growth.

Never put meat in the Compost. Ever. — Marion
talked about cleaning a whale skeleton by com-
posting. She said you can get the temp up to 160
degrees within 2 days but stressed that meat
should be put into the center of the compost. (the
whale bones took 4 years to get clean). She said
every community in the world is facing the need to
compost. She noted that urine is a good kick-
starter and addition to the compost pile.

Al knows best — Marion noted that is can be difficult
to separate fact from fiction. Compost tumblers do
NOT make compost in 2 weeks! She has run into
Al images of seeds that are not real, i.e. “Cat
Flowers”. Be wary of plants that are only available
as seeds. Buy from reputable companies that
have their own test gardens. Trust your gut or ask
a master gardener — “Is this true?”

Seedlings need sterile soil — ‘Damping off’ is a com-
monly used reason for this myth but it is a fungal
disease that is caused by overly damp soil and
lack of ventilation. Reduce ‘dead zones’ by filling
the soil to the top of the pot and increasing air cir-
culation. Do not use garden soil, use living soil

because it contains microbes that are diverse
enough to keep the fungi that cause damping off
in check. Living microbes provide plants the sym-
biotic relationship that allows healthy growth.
Marion said chemical fertilizers kill bacteria, and
organic fertilizer does matter. Sterile soil will not
feed the seedling.

Gardening is a lonely journey — Marion encouraged
gardening with others in places like a community
garden, or work with an accountability partner who
will help you stay motivated, plan and strategize,
remind you of your goals, give advice and share
resources and information, and make gardening
projects less overwhelming and more fun.

To build a hot compost pile:

Collect all ingredients, build a 3’ by 3’ by 3’ pile all
at once, mixing as you go. Use a compost thermome-
ter, turn when the temp reaches 160, 2 or 3 days, and
turn again as soon as the temperature starts to drop.
Meat can be put in only in the first 2 weeks and
should be put into the center. The hot temperature
will kill diseases but don’t let it get above 160 or you
will only have high temp microbes. Should take about
6 weeks to finish the compost.

Cold compost takes much longer and does not kill
diseases. Marion noted that cold compost piles
should be protected from rain, so they don’t turn into a
frozen block in the winter.

Marion does collect seaweed and adds to her
compost piles, though she remarked not to use fresh
kelp in a hoop house that is covered year-round be-
cause too much salt can accumulate. It was noted
that kelp can be collected on the beaches in Homer
from Nov. 1 to April 1%.

Marion noted that seedlings should be fertilized
from the beginning with fish fertilizer or other good
fertilizer. Comfrey is also a good fertilizer which can
be added to the compost pile or dried & pulverized.

There were approximately 37 attendees.
The next meeting will be Feb. 15™.
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: Valentine® Day Stories Shared by Readers6Digest Readers:
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§ “Driving through Southern California, | stopped at a roadside stand that sold fruit, vegetables and crafts. As

.

.

.
b4
.
® o«
.
v

.

v
A A4 A A A A d A A d A A d A Al A d A il dd A A dd A d Al Al d i A d i d A i dddd i i d il dd il A d i i dd i i ddddddddddd i d il d il il dddddd il il ddddddddddiddddddiddind

+ | went to pay, | noticed the young woman behind the counter was painting a sign. ‘Why the new sign?’ |

: asked. ‘My boyfriend didn’t approve of the old one,” she said. When | glanced at what hung above the coun-
: ter, | understood. It declared: Local Honey Dates Nuts.” —Cont r i but ed
I met my husband while | was working in a science library. He came in every week to read the latest jour-
: nals and eventually decided to take out the librarian instead of the books. After a year and a half of dating,
: he showed up at the library and started rummaging through my desk. | asked what he was looking for, but
: he didn’t answer. Finally he unearthed one of the rubber stamps | used to identify reference books. ‘Since |
: couldn’t find the right engagement ring,” he said, ‘this will have to do,” and he firmly stamped my hand.
gAcross my knuckles, in capital letters, it read NOT FOR CIRCULATION.” —

by Theodor

Contributor Ru
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Poppies, Poppies, Poppies

Poppies, you've got to love them.
They come in both annual and per-
ennial varieties and will live in a
wide range of zones. They have
wonderful vibrant colors in solid and g
mixed from white through to pur-
ples. Heights range from 3 inches
like the artic poppy, to 3 feet for the
annual paper poppy. They will live
in dry rocky ground or rich moist
soils. Their mature size depends
upon their growing conditions. Their
flowers are delicate and graceful.
The buds hang head down and
gradually turn up to bloom. The
seed pods of the big annual paper (peony looking)
type, are wonderful in dried or artificial flower arrange-
ments. They should be picked when the pods are ma-
ture and drying and the seeds are ready to fall out.

All the poppies except the perennial oriental and Him-
alayan blue poppies have reseeded prolifically for me.
Just leave a few heads to mature, starting about late
July. Keep dead heading all the other pods and the
plants will keep blooming until freezing weather.

Forcing Spring Bulbs

Paperwhites are the easiest flow-
ers to force bloom, but forcing can
be done with tulips, hyacinths, and
just about any flower bulb if you
treat them correctly. Read below to
learn how to grow paperwhites in-
doors and what to do with paper-
whites after they bloom:

1)  Paperwhites are made to
flower by planting them! Sounds
silly, but in this busy world folks are
intimidated by flowers. The first step is the easiest...
plant them! Just make sure they have full sun or as
much winter sun as a window in your apartment or
house can offer.

2)  Water them regularly, but they won& need a
lot of water until their roots begin to really grow
(weeks 3 and following). Just feel around in the soil
and make sure it is moist. Once a day is plenty, and

by Shirley Forquer

much need bare ground to self
seed on. They have long tap
roots and do not like to be

= moved, so sow them where you
’-'(A want them to reside.

: Poppies can make pretty flower
arrangements if you cut them
and immediately put them in
water. Also, only pick the blos-
som buds that are ready to pop
open, or have just opened up.
The poppy Papaver somniferum
is also called the opium poppy.
Supposedly the narcotic has been bred out of the
commercial variety, so it and Papaver paeoniflorum
seeds are safe to put in breads and cakes.

A final plus for poppies is that our moose population
has not developed a taste for them and probably nev-
er will. You can’t say that for tulips!!! Make poppies a
mainstay in your gardens but you must deadhead reg-
ularly to keep them blooming all summer.

by The Southern Bulb Company

"I make sure they are not in standing water. In
other words, you will have a plate or some
“catch pan” for excess water coming out of the
bottom of your pot...drain this out if there is too
much standing water that won’t be absorbed by
the soil and bulb that day.

3) How long does it take a paperwhite to
S bloom? Paperwhites bloom generally 6-8
\ weeks after they are planted. By keeping them
) in a sunny spot, the foliage will stay nice and
| compact — if they are in too much shade, the
foliage and bloom stalk will reach for the sun
(called etiolation). You want compact foliage for a
maximum bloom impact. Our trick to make paper-
white blooms look great, is to grow them by a win-
dow, and when the buds appear 4-5 weeks later,
move them around the house as table centerpieces
or accent pieces for holiday gatherings.
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(Forcing Sprin
Continuedb)from page

4)  How do | care for paperwhites? Plant paper-
whites, water paperwhites, and give them as much
sun as possible. After this, paperwhites require very
little care. Just watch them. For example, are they
growing too much in one direction towards the sun?
Then rotate the pot around. Are there some weeds
in the soil? Pull the weeds before they are big. How-
ever, once you plant paperwhites, they will bloom
quite easily even if you don’t give them much care or
forget about them for a week at a time.

5)  What do | do with paperwhites after they
bloom? After paperwhites bloom, you may leave
them for a while in their ornamental pots because
they still bring decorative flare to your household.
After the paperwhite blooms are spent and you are
ready to move them, you may plant them in your
garden or throw them away and save the pot for

g Bul bs

your paperwhites for next year, you may let the foli-
age die down naturally, and when the foliage is yel-
low and brown, remove the foliage around May and
store the bulbs in a cool, dry, dark place for next

year. If you live in a warmer climate, you may plant
your paperwhites outdoors. However, paperwhites
are best treated as annuals to be used once. If you
want perennial garden flowers closely related to pa-
perwhites(Nar ci ssus
erNar ci s s u seledtieang stdh asaGrand Pri-
mo, ltalicus, Falconet, Golden Dawn, and Erlicheer.
These also want full sun but can be planted in your
gardens USDA Zone 8 and warmer as perennials

p.drypothr aceous

that will last a lifetime after one planting.

next year. If you want to get a repeat bloom from

Do paperwhite bulb pots require drainage? As long
as you don't water paperwhites too much, using pots
without drainage should be fine. "Forcing Bulbs" is a
one and done prospect, so we're just "aiding" the
bulb in its bloom over the 6-8 week period. In other
words, just don't water it to where there is standing
water and you should be fine.

Community Seed Swap at
Pratt Museum

We are inviting gardeners
and farmers from the Homer
area to get together to share
seeds and stories, in prepara-
tion for the upcoming growing
season! Get excited about
what to plant and find some
new varieties that are tried and
true! Feel free to bring seeds
that you have collected: vegeta-
bles, ornamentals, wild plants;
anything that you enjoy growing
here in Homer. The Pratt Mu-
seum Botanical Garden staff
will provide a brief presentation
about seed saving, including an
overview of plant families and
some great tools to make the
process easier!

PRATI' MUSE :M botamoal gar n

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 28

We are inviting g.’nco}ner; and farmers
from the Homer area to get together to
share seeds and stories, in preparatio
the upcoming growing season, Get
..h.af, 1o plant, and find

excited about
some new varieties

Feel free 10 bring seeds that you have
collected: vegetables, ornamentals, wild
plants; anything that you enjoy growing
here in Homer

@ gardens@prattmuseum.org
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that are tried and true!

© PRATTMUSEUM
€© FREE to attend



