 3/15/26 Homer Garden Club General Membership Meeting - Minutes
1. Additions to Agenda – none
2. Announcements and Attendance – Peggy brought heirloom tomato seeds to share.  There were 49 attendees.
3. Secretary’s Report – Nothing to report
4. Treasurer’s Report – The treasurer’s report is in the February newsletter. Louise showed off the club aprons and books for sale for $25. She reminded everyone that membership is only $10 and good through the end of September.  She noted that the club gardening books are also available at the Wagon Wheel and the Book Store.
5. Committee Reports
a. Speaker’s Committee – Marjorie noted that this month’s subject is about growing Dahlias in Alaska, in April Brenda Adams will present on pollinators and in May, Josh Smith will present on native fruits & nut trees.
b. Baycrest Garden Committee – Brenda announced we would hold the spring clean-up of Baycrest Garden, tentatively May 16th at 10 am.  She said it usually takes a couple of hours to cut back & weed, fertilize and top dress with bark. This year we will also be helping with the Pioneer’s garden by weeding, pulling out thugs and invasives.  We need a good turnout to do the extra work.  The more volunteers, the quicker the task is finished!  Brenda noted that our garden is in good shape because of the weekly maintenance that we do all summer.  She passed the sign up calendar around so members could choose a week to help with maintenance.
c. Newsletter – Francie filled in for Paula last month putting the newsletter together.  She said we should all thank Paula for producing the newsletter for so long because it is a big job.  Thank you to Paula and Francie!
d. Plant Sale – Please plant extra seeds for the garden sale!
e. Giving Committee – The Food Bank is interested in reviving the food garden at the Methodist Church.  We will appoint an ad hoc committee next month to approve the application.
We took a break at 2:30 to set up for the speakers.

6. Dawn Merrit and Amber Katzenberger, aka The Dahlia gals (from Soldotna), raise hundreds of dahlias between them.  They talked about propagating dahlias by cuttings, separating tubers, and seeds.  
1. Cuttings must have at least one set of leaves.  Dip the stem in rooting hormone, plant in moist soil and keep moist by placing in plastic.  Cuttings should form tubers by the end of summer. 
2. Tubers – each individual tuber can make plants.  It must have an eye (new sprout at the base of the neck), a healthy neck (old stem), and a healthy body.  Tubers can be separated by cutting apart, as long as each tuber includes an eye and part of the neck.  Sterilize your tools between each group of tubers so you don’t transfer any diseases.
3. Seeds – can be saved from the flower head but the flowers they produce will be different than the parent flower.  This is how new strains are produced.
Gall is a disease for which there is no cure.  It turns the tubers black.  Infested plants must be removed and disposed of – NEVER compost!  
Start your tubers in March and plant at 4 to 6 inches deep in lower Nitrogen soil.  Fertilizer should be low Nitrogen: like 5-10-10.  Tubers should be planted in moist soil and do not water till soil is dry.  Once sprouted they need at least 8 hours of daylight.
For thrips and aphids, Dawn and Amber suggested putting diatomaceous earth in an empty mustard bottle, then squeeze a puff on the plant.  They noted that aphids prefer sunflowers, zinnias, tobacco and borage so those are good trap crops to plant nearby.  It is important to check plants daily.  Fertile females are the first to show up so remove the plant out right away.  Lacewings will eat aphids, but chemicals will kill good bugs as well as the bad bugs.
Flowers should appear by July, and you can expect about 4 months of blooms.  Cut the blooms for vases, don’t leave them on the plant too long.
Dig the tubers about a week after a killing frost.  You can label the color on the tuber with a marker.  Store tubers over the winter in damp wood shavings or peat.  Check after 2 weeks and if they are drying out you can add a little water.  They should be stored at 40 to 50 degrees.  You can separate tubers in the spring or fall.

The next meeting will be April 19th

Respectfully submitted, Tina Seaton
