
   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

This free event for Homer Garden Club 
members and a guest will be held at the 
Homer Methodist Church starting at 
5:00 PM, Sunday September 22.  The 
club provides prime rib which is cooked 
to perfection, complements of Tom 
Stroozas.  All of the other culinary de-
lights are provided by ‘you,’ the master 
chef of your favorite recipe. 
 
It is remarkable to see all of the beauti-
fully prepared dishes such as farm fresh 
veggies garnished with edible flowers, 
creamy cheesy local potatoes, home-
made bread and jam alongside hearty 
offerings of favorite casseroles and a 
robust slice of prime rib.  Don’t forget to 
leave room for dessert! There are al-
ways plenty of mouth watering delights 
that are sure to please the palate.  And, 
while you're enjoying those fabulous 

desserts, you just might win a door 
prize! 
 
If you would like to contribute a door 
prize item, it would be greatly appreciat-
ed.  In the past, members have contrib-
uted everything from colossal carrots to 
beautiful hand spun pottery.  If you have 
any questions or would like to contrib-
ute, please contact any of the HGC 
Board members.  Since we do not cur-
rently have a social secretary, the Board 
members are setting up the dinner, but 
they would appreciate any volunteers 
who are willing to help. 
 
Enjoy your summer and we’ll see you in 
the fall. 

The Harvest Dinner will be held September 22 at the 

Homer Methodist Church 

Board of Directors 

 
Kathy Dube, President— 
425-241-1045 
kdube197@gmail.com 
  
Jan Peyton—Co-Vice President 
299-0193  
janpeyton73@gmailcom 
 
Renee Patten—Co-Vice President 
808-937-5151 
pattenR2016-gmailcom 
 
Francie Roberts —235-1068, 
francie.roberts@gmail.com 
  
Barbara Kennedy — 235-4347  
barbara_e_kennedy@msn.com 
 
Julie Parizek — 299-0343 
j3parizek@gmail.com 
 
Louise Ashmun—299-6360 
leashmum@gmail.com 
 
Paula Riley — 435-3983 
pauril@yahoo.com 
 
Roni Overway—226-3404 
roniandbill@gmail.com 
 
Sharon Froeschle—277-0241 
akfroeschle@gmail.com 

Homer Garden Club 

June 2019 

The next Homer Garden 
Club meeting will be the 
Harvest Dinner held at 
5:00 pm September 22 
at the Methodist Church. 
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There will not be a Treasurer’s report this month as Treasurer 
Louise Ashmun is out of town. 
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Everything you need for your garden indeed! 

3858 Lake Street, Homer                  Open 7 days a week!           Ph: 907-235-8594 

• Seeds 

• Planters  

• Soils 

• Mulch 

• Tools 

• Gloves/Clothes 

Gardeners’ Weekend 

As you head into a very busy summer of gardening, guests and all your favorite activities of the season, re-
member to write July 27th and 28th on your calendar so you don’t miss an incredible garden speaker, coming all 
the way from Sussex, England, to share his garden insights and knowledge on Saturday; as well as a full day 
of garden touring on Sunday.  
 
The beautiful poster designed by Paula Riley is on the following page and gives all the pertinent infor-
mation.  Tickets for the speaker are limited and will sell out quickly after they go on sale July 1st, so don’t  
delay.    
 
We could still use back-up volunteers so please call Roni at 226-3404 or Sharon at 227-0241 if you would be 
willing to fill in if needed. 

Great Dixter, located in the county 
of Sussex in England, is a jewel of 
a garden. Purchased in 1910 by 
Nathanial Lloyd, it was, at that 
time, a grand estate occupied by a 
beautiful traditional Tudor-style 
home. Nathanial was the garden’s 
original designer, but his son, 
Christopher Lloyd, brought it to the 
attention of the world.  With Chris-
topher’s passing in 2006, his head 
gardener and collaborator, Fergus 
Garrett, took over the reins and 
Great Dixter flourishes still under 
his creative and watchful eye. Also 
serving as the Chief Executive of 
the Great Dixter Charitable Trust, 
Fergus oversees all facets of the 
garden’s existence, from design to 
maintenance and experimentation 

to education.  Quoting the Chair of 
the great Dixter trustees, Fergus 
continues to provide “inspirational 
leadership and ambassadorship, 
touching and inspiring audiences 
locally, regionally and international-
ly” and “continues to be one of the 
most important figures in horticul-
ture today.” The Homer Garden 
Club is privileged to host Fergus 
Garrett, horticulturist, writer, speak-
er and multiple award winner,  
including as recently as April of this 
year, the “highest accolade the 
Royal Horticultural Society” can 
bestow: the Victoria Medal of  
Honour.  

From Great Dixter, Sussex, to Homer, Alaska: Fergus Garrett. 
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Nancy Lee Evans shopping 

 

Plan to buy your tickets early for both Fergus’ talk and the garden 
tours as the number of tickets for both is limited.  REMEMBER:  TICKETS 
ARE NO LONGER SOLD IN THE GARDENS.  tickets can be purchased from 
the Homer Bookstore through Saturday, July 27th, and from 10:00 am  
until 12:00 pm on Sunday, the 28th, at the Homer City Hall while supplies 
last. 

Saturday, July 27th 
7:00 pm 

Islands & Ocean Visitor 

Center 

Succession Planting 

in the Mixed Border  

Sunday, July 28th 
10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Self-guided tours of 

five exceptional  

gardens 

Head Gardener at 
Great Dixter,  

Sussex, England,  
a multiple  

award winner and 
CEO of the Great 

Dixter Trust 

Homer Garden Club Presents the 13th Annual 

GARDENERS’ WEEKEND 
July 27th and 28th, 2019 

  Featuring   Fergus Garrett 
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and Sod 

2019 HGC  
Annual Plant Sale Was a Success!!! 

Results of the Plant Sale was $1,415.45 after expenses! Many thanks to all who 
helped put up tables and tents, price and label the plants, donate their efforts and 
plants to make this year a great success.  

May your gardens prosper and multiply! 
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                                           3800 Sterling Highway, Homer, Alaska 
 907-235-4969 
 www.alaskahardy.com 
 

Alaska Hardy Nursery is the home of over 500 varieties  
of Alaska Hardy® perennials, trees, shrubs, vines and roses.   

Our goal is to provide the largest variety of  
Alaska Hardy® plants suitable for the great North. 

 
 
 
 
 

907-235-7140 

May HGC Minutes     by Roni Overway, Recording Secretary 

HOMER GARDEN CLUB  
GENERAL MEETING 

May 20, 2009 
 

Meeting was called to order by 
President Kathy Dube at 2:00.   
 
Kathy asked for any announce-
ments from the members present.  
The library is  thinking of starting 
seed bank so save any seeds you 
would like to save. 
 
Seed potatoes are available for 
sale – 12 varieties, some rare.  
You can call 299-4404 for more 
information.   
 
Donna Rae said they have a rhu-
barb squisher available.  They had 
put in 10 lbs and brought sample of 
juice.  It will be demonstrated at 
various venues and they will set a 
time in June for Club members to 
squeeze their own.  Members can 
sign up for a time to bring their rhu-
barb to their farm. 
 
Jan passed around survey on pref-
erences for harvest dinner food 
and potluck. 
 
Three guests introduced them-
selves. 
 
No secretary report was read as 

the April meeting was canceled 
due to weather. In the absence of 
Treasurer Lois Ashmun Francie 
Roberts gave the Treasurer report 
- $18,375.36.  
 
Brenda Adams reported the Gar-
deners’ Weekend is the last week-
end of July, July 27 and 28.  The 
speaker on Saturday is Fergus 
Garrett, head gardener of Great 
Dixter.  Seating is limited and 
members have first chance at 
speaker tickets, available after the 
meeting. 
 
Brenda said the Baycrest garden 
cleanup was very successful and 
finished in an hour and half be-
cause of the numerous volunteers.  
She passed around a signup list 
for weekly cleanups. 
 
Barb Kennedy reported on the up-
coming plant sale on Saturday, 
May 25. She asked volunteers to 
wear their Garden Club aprons.  
She has a plant ID book for identi-
fying the various plants.  She 
needs volunteers to come at 9:00 
to set up tents, tables, etc.  Please 
label any plants you bring.  She 
also needs parking lot attendants 
and people to bring cookies and 
muffins.   
 

Jan Peyton said she is working on 
speakers for the fall meetings.  Lin-
da Gorman speaking about bees is 
set for Oct. or Nov. 
 
Kathy announced we need a social 
secretary and historian for next 
year so asked members to think of 
applying. 
 
Kathy introduced Paul Marmora for 
his bonsai demo.  He said bonsai 
translates as “tree in a tray.”  Mak-
ing a bonsai you need a woody 
plant.  Since a house is hot and 
dry, Ficus works, but outdoor 
plants need time to rest, so they do 
better outside.  Cool frames or 
greenhouses can also work for 
bonsai. It is a small part of nature 
for you to enjoy. 
 
Although bonsai started in China, 
the Japanese made numerous 
rules, such as how many trees 
make a “forest” bonsai.  Generally, 
there should be an odd number of 
trees and they should be planted 
randomly, never in rows. 
 
A bonsai should look old and is a 
living sculpture.  It takes a lot of 
commitment and requires a lot of 
work pruning and wiring. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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 Cookie’s Country Greenhouse  
2340 East End Road, Homer,  235-8915 or 399-8915  

Open April 6 & Celebrating 21Years in Business!
Carrying vegetable starts, herbs 
(thyme, oregano, tarragon, basil, sage), 
fruit trees and clematis, as well as  
organic seed tapes and seed potatoes.  
We also have red wriggler worms,  
special order hanging baskets and Soil 
Moist for hanging plants. 

Open Monday through Saturday 
from 9:00 to 6:00  

In caring for a bonsai, think: “What 
do they need in nature?”  Is it win-
ter loving or a tropical species?  
Winter loving can be outside all 
year.  Tropical can be in a house or 
greenhouse.  They need the same 
light, moisture conditions and air 
movement as in natural surround-
ings.  Use rocky soil to promote 
fine root growth.  For tropicals add 
a little potting soil. 
 
If digging up a tree for bonsai, the 
time to dig it up is in the spring 
when candles are forming before 
needles open, or when leaves are 
swelling but not yet burst.  Capture 
the root ball by digging to the drip 
line, then plant in a large shallow 
box or pot.  If the roots go beyond 
the drip line, use a shovel to cut the 
roots at the drip line, then wait until 
the tree has put out additional roots 
inside the drip line.  Use patience. 
 
Some of the trees that bonsai very 
well are: 
Birch - back-bud extremely well as 
moose prune all the time 
Larch - slanted style, ancient tree, 
informal upright. 
White spruce, black spruce - harsh 
environment creates ancient look 
Aspen, arctic willow, mountain 

hemlock – can be temperamental 
about being dug up 
Amur, maple, cotoneaster. 
 
For pots use cheap pots use sec-
ond rate ceramic, plastic, clay.  In-
side use clay pots and outside usu-
ally use mica and heavy plastic. 
Some of the styles for bonsai are 
formal outline, informal upright 
(crown above root with bend) cas-

cade (branches go down), semi 
cascade, forest random (not have 
in row or equal distance), wind-
swept (all branches same direc-
tion), weeping style. 
 
To determine which branches you 
want to initially cut off, put paper 
over different branches to get a 

better perspective.   Trees have a 
front and back. The tree should 
welcome you, not have branches 
that seem to push you away.  He 
sometimes trims them 3 or 4 times 
year on bigger ones.  You can 
change branches, but roots are set.  
Be patient as you can always cut 
more off but can never cut less af-
ter you have already cut.  When 
you chop a branch, the tree goes 
into panic mode and puts more en-
ergy into remaining buds.  If start-
ing on a new tree, cut some off and 
then step back. 
 
Paul demonstrated his techniques 
on a potted larch he had brought 
with him.  He took it from about five 
ft. to 18 in. and trimmed side 
branches to make bonsai.  He said 
it is best to cut a bar branch, which 
is when two branches come out 
together.  Do the cutting when the 
soil is dry so the plant does not 
have so much moisture in the 
branches.  Use clay or putty to seal 
off the cut, which will be callused 
after the putty falls off.  For fertilizer 
use worm castings or something 
equally weak.  When planting, trim 
the roots as otherwise the roots 
become a solid ball. 
 
Paul completed his talk and the 
meeting was adjourned at 4:00. 

HGC May Minutes 
(Continued from page 5) 


