
Anchorage resident, Mary 
Jo Burns, will share her 
passion for growing Pri-
mula at the April 25th 
monthly Homer Garden 
Club Meeting, 2 PM at the 
Best Western Bidarka.  
Mary Jo will present a 
slide show demonstrating 
the many lovely varieties 
she has grown and share 
with Homer Garden Club 
members her tips for 
growing Primula success-
fully in Southcentral 

Alaska  

She became hooked on 
Primula while living in 
Juneau in the 1990's.  
Mary  Jo transported 
many of  these favorite 

perennials to Anchorage, 
hoping they would sur-
vive the colder climate 
and most did very well.  
This is how her great love 
and interest (some would 
call it an addiction) in 

Primula got started. 

Mary Jo is a  lifelong 
Alaskan (mostly in An-
chorage) and has spent 
many summers in Pe-
terson Bay at the family 
cabin.  In the last sev-
eral years she has been 
transplanting more and 
more Primula to Homer 
where her heart is in 
the summer.  She is 
anxious to share her 
successes and failures 

with the Homer Garden 
Club and hear our own 
P r i m u l a  s t o r i e s . 

 

Please, if you have Primula 

seed, bring it to share! 

Passion For Primula   

Mary Jo Burns to Share Her Expertise April 25 

Organizational Meeting!! 

Calling all plant sale vol-

unteers to cookies and tea 

on May 1 at the Homer 

Public Library Conference 

Room at 10 AM.  We will 

organize tasks and answer 

any questions about work-

ing for the number one 

money making activity for 

our Garden Club .  Please 

come and help! FOR FUR-

THER INFORMATION CON-

TACT  

Michael Linden at  

homerliden@gmail.com or 

call 235-6632  OR 

Barbara Kennedy at 

homer.barbara@gmai l. 

com or 235-4347.   

 

Annual Plant Sale Set for June 5 
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Inside this issue: 

Special points 

of interest: 

 April 25, 2PM  

Homer Garden Club 

Meeting at the Best 

Western Bidarka! 

 Annual Plant Sale is 

June 5—do what 

you can to help! 

 Spring is com-

ing...Really!  Shop 

at our local garden 

suppliers! 

Primula waltonii 

Photo by Teena Garay 

AND DON’T FORGET TO 
PLANT A FLAT OR DIVIDE 
YOUR PERENNIALS FOR THE PLANT SALE!!!! 
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The Primula family is large 
and varied with over 430 
species found throughout 
cooler regions of the 
northern hemisphere. With 
some basic knowledge we 
can grow many species and 
hybrids here in our every-

day Alaskan gardens.  

To make this large group 
of plants easier to study, 
they have been grouped 
according to species that 
resemble each other, of-
ten hybridize with each 
other and usually need the 
same kind of care.  These 
g roup s  a r e  ca l l e d 

“sections”. 

General Growing Culture 

 Ample water and a 
good, humus rich, well
-draining soil 

 Part ia l  or l i ght 
shade:  many will grow 
in full sun as long as 
ample water is pro-
vided. 

 Sharp sand, grit or 
gravel added to the 
soil to enhance drain-
age. 

 Periodic addition of 
compost, leaf mulch 
and/or aged steer ma-
nure. 

 

Winter Survival 

 Many Primula are 
s o m e w h a t 
“promiscuous” within 
their sections, and 
open pollination in 
your garden can pro-
duce new hybrids, sur-
prising you with new 
colors and flowers. 

 Primula can be grown 

by seed.  Many Primula 
will self seed in the 
garden or seeds may 
be gathered for plant-
ing.  Fresh seed, 
planted as soon as it 
has ripened has the 
best germination re-
sults.  

 Primula are easily 
propagated by divi-
sion.  Most are vigor-
ous growers and can 
be divided every two 
years or so.  Division 
of Primula often pro-
motes continuing 
vigor.  

 Some Primula can be 
propagated by root 
cuttings or “offsets” 
produced on the main 
root.  

 Some Primula are rhi-

zomatous and may be 

propagated by sepa-

rating out rhizomes. 

From…. Growing Primula in Southcentral Alaska 
By Mary Joe  Burn, Master Gardener 

P. allionii or P. x pubescens     

pages in the catalog are 
dedicated to those veggies 
which are “least likely to 
succeed” in your Alaska 

garden? 

 

When thumbing through 
these tantalizing pages, I 
must remind myself that 
cantaloupes will never 
ripen in my yard, no mat-
ter how “early” the vari-
ety.  Winter squashes may 
throw out lots of meander-
ing vines that never pro-

duce a female flower. 

So I've learned to have 
selective blindness to 
those plants I cannot 
grow.  As I turn the pages 
full of luscious colorful 
photographs, I simply don't 
see the watermelons and 
supersweet bicolor corn.  
All I see are lettuces, car-
rots, beets, peas and cu-
curbits.  And they are 
sweeter and more vigorous 
than anyone can grow any-
where else. It's the only 
way for a vegetable gar-
dener in Alaska to main-

tain her/his sanity. 

Some Kernels of Truth about Vegetable Gardening in Alaska 
By Barbara Landi  

Winter must be almost 
over because I’ve already 
received 4 gorgeous seed 
catalogs in the mail.  Even 
if you’ve never planted a 
seed, there’s something 

seductive about a seed 
catalog.  The flowers 

are magnificent 
and the vegeta-
bles are flawless.  

It’s enough to erase 
from memory last year’s 
puny tomato plants and 
aphid-infested peppers.  
Maybe you noticed that 
the greatest number of 

 

òopen pollination in your garden 

can produce new hybrids, 

surprising you with new colors 

and flowersó 
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For the entire article, visit http://alaskamastergardeners.org/Primula/PrimulasAlaska.html.html 



Notes From the Alaska Botanical Conference 
Contributed by Neal Wagner 

The Keynote speaker at the Alaska Botanical Conference 
was Toby Hemenway.  Toby is the author of “Gaia's Gar-
den,” a book on gardening and Permaculture.  On the first 
evening he spoke on "How Permaculture Can Save Humanity 
And The Earth, -But Not Civilization."  Personally I thought 
this was the most interesting of Toby’s three talks. Toby 
started by reviewing human history beginning with our tool 
making 2 million years ago.  As we developed technologies 
civilization grew more complex, and we advanced from 
hunter/gathers to horticulturalists. We just developed agri-
culture about 10,000 years ago, a mere blip in time com-
pared to the 2 million years of culture before that.  He said 
while agriculture and large scale farming have increased the 
population of the planet it has also sent us down a path that 
is increasingly dependent on oil and is basically unsustain-
able. As we now look to a future with declining oil supplies 
and food getting more expensive we need to start rethinking 
our Civilization. He gave examples of the Fertile Crescent & 
Greece which were farmed extensively and which are now 

both wastelands. 

Toby sees a rebirthing of the horticultural society to replace 
our agricultural society as one solution to our problems. It’s 
a good time to start doing more gardening with small-scale 
mixed crops. If this is starting to sound familiar it’s because, 
yes, he is talking about Permaculture. He went on to give a 

couple examples of how Permaculture works. 

During another talk Toby explained the Food Forest con-
cept. This is where you grow perennials and trees to provide 
food. He explained the Permaculture concept of a guild, 
using an example of an apple tree guild. He suggested plant-
ing comfrey around the apple trees. Comfrey is the queen of 
multifunctions. It attracts beneficial insects and bees with 
its blossoms. You can also cut and drop its leaves as they 
are a great nutrient accumulator for mulch. Another option 
is to plant a Siberian pea behind each apple tree to fix ni-
trogen for it. Later cut them back as needed. Daffodils are 
good to plant around the branch drip line perimeter as they 

defer rodents and grass & add spring color. Remember to feed 
the soil, it feeds the plants. He offered this website for more 

ideas:   http://www.edibleforestgardens.com/ 

Another interesting speaker was Tim Meyers from Bethel. He 
has been performing a one man miracle of food growing out 
there. Very inspirational for those who think they have cold 
growing conditions! Tim first thaws the permafrost with plastic 
and then gets some incredible yields by using raised beds and 
covering them with pvc hoops and plastic. He makes liquid fer-
tilizer by grinding old salmon into a water tank and aerating 
that for a couple weeks before straining and watering his plants 
through drip lines. He uses drip lines on about everything. His 
only commercial additive is bone meal he gets from the valley.  
While he grows all the regular crops outside, in the fall and 
winter he also grows a lot underground. Because it’s so cold he 
grows salad greens, tomatoes & peppers in an underground 
growing room where it’s well insulated and needs a minimum of 
heat to keep it at 75 degrees along with fluorescent lighting. 
He had an impressive picture of a pepper plant at the end of 
December. Tim reminded me that you can be creative at more 

the art of gardening. 

I also attended Steve Brown’s Chicken University seminar. He 
gave a lot of very practical advice on raising chickens in 
Alaska. As I’m planning to get him to Homer to give his lecture 
next year, so I won’t spill all the eggs here. A couple of home 
ideas to tide you over until then:  1.)  If you’re hatching eggs 
write the date on each egg. They should hatch at 21 days, if 
not hatched by day 25 throw them away as they are rotten & 
very toxic.  2.)  If you wash your eggs with water make sure it 
is 20+ degrees above the egg temperature so it seals the eggs 
and doesn’t contaminate them.  If you are looking to build a 
chicken coop, Steve discouraged the idea of going out and buy-
ing a book of designs.  He pointed out that there are plenty of 
great ideas online.  Some good info & design ideas can be 
found at:  http://www.chickencoopdesign.org/  and http://

www.backyardchickens.com/ 
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FRITZ CREEK GARDENS  

HOME OF ALASKA HARDY® PERENNIALS  

WE OPEN APRIL 15TH 
10AM TO 6PM  TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 

SUNDAYS NOON TO 5PM 

CLOSED MONDAYS-  ITõS SPRING IN THE GREENHOUSE!!                            
NEW!!! LOOK FOR OUR PLANTS AT SAVE U MORE  

E-mail  ritajo@alaskahardy.com  (907) 235-4969  www.alaskahardy.com 

 
 

Located at Mile 5  

East Road 

Homer, Alaska  

10% off everything  from April 15th to May 11th! 

http://www.edibleforestgardens.com/
http://www.chickencoopdesign.org/
http://www.backyardchickens.com/
http://www.backyardchickens.com/


 Hello Gardeners!  During 

spring break, Jane and I took 

a trip to Minnesota to visit 

family and friends.  During 

this time we took the oppor-

tunity to spend a day at the 

Minnesota Landscape Arbore-

tum.  This magnificent site 

was the brainchild of the 

sainted professor of horticul-

ture at the University of Min-

nesota, Dr Leon Snyder.  At 

the entrance gate, our family 

membership card to the 

Alaska Botanical Garden pro-

vided free admission and we 

always carry it while traveling 

and visiting gardens around 

the country.  The Arboretum 

was opened in 1958; several 

beautiful buildings have been 

constructed which house a 

horticultural library, class-

rooms, restaurant, gift shop, 

and auditorium.  The grounds 

are planted with numerous 

collections of horticultural 

specimens.  The Arboretum 

staff provides educational 

programs, social and enter-

tainment events, concerts, 

and garden parties. 

During our visit on April 1st, 

the spring season was just 

emerging.  We found blooms 

of tulips, daffodils, crocus, as 

well as woodland wild flowers 

including bloodroot and snow 

trillium.  The magnolias and 

redbud trees had not yet 

blossomed.  The maple syrup 

project was well underway 

and sap had been collected 

was being boiled down in 

large pots. 

Adjacent to the demonstra-

tion gardens are the experi-

mental horticulture plots 

where new varieties of cold 

hardy plants are being devel-

oped.  As I came away from 

the Arboretum, I couldn’t 

help wondering if our town 

might one day have such a 

facility.  I wondered if 

“Homer Horticulture” might 

provide a meeting site for 

interested gardeners, contain 

a horticulture library for ref-

erences, provide a site for 

demonstration garden plots 

for fruit trees, flowers and 

shrubs, and provide a forum 

for horticultural education 

affiliated with the University 

of Alaska.  Well, maybe 

someday. 

Visit To Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 

Reported by Jack Regan 
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Treasurer’s Report      March 2010 

Peggy Craig 

Income  

Membership          $85.00 

Books           775.00 

Total Income       $860.00 

Expenses 

 Books           453.03 

Meeting           415.96 

Newsletter              4.71 

Total Expenses        $923.70 

Beginning balance 3-01-31            $10,439.88 

Income            860.00 

Expenses           923.70 

Ending balance 3-31-10            $10,376.18 

Homer Garden Club Board Members 

President ~ Jack Regan ~ 235-3650   

Vice-President ~ Neil Wagner ~ 235-6953  

Secretary ~ Paula Riley ~ 235-3983  

Treasurer ~ Peggy Craig ~ 235-0631 

Social Chair ~ Roni Overway ~ 226-3404 

Historian ~ Barbara Kennedy ~ 235-4347 

Publicity ~ Barbara Landi ~ 235-1809 

Newsletter ~ Pam Voeller ~ 235-8078 

                     and Kim Smith ~ 235-6703 

Past President ~ Brenda Adams ~ 235-3763 



Homer Garden Club Bulletin Board  

2010 Kenai Peninsula Cooperative Weed Management Area  

Annual Weed Workshop  
This year’s workshop will take place at the Kachemak Bay Campus of UAA in Homer on Friday 

April 30th 9:00am to 4:00pm.  There will be seven presentations given by local, state and out of 

state invasive plant professionals.  The workshop will include talks on Moose as vectors for the 

spread of weeds, Reed Canary Grass invasions into local salmon streams, Alternatives to 

herbicides in weed control, The Kenai Peninsula invasive plants cost share program, and more 

informative and fascinating presentations.  The workshop will conclude with a weed 

identification workshop.  Anyone who is interested is strongly encouraged to come.  There is no 

fee to attend and lunch will be available.  Contact Brian Maupin, Invasive Plant Coordinator, 

Alaska Association of Conservations District, 907-235-8177 ext. 115 orbrianmaupin@hswcd.org 

Janet Klein recommends the following book ~ Copyrighted in 2005, author Paul Stamets wrote 
that Mycelium Running, How Mushrooms Can Help Save the World “is designed to show readers 
how to grow mushrooms in gardens, yards, and woods for the purpose of reaping both personal 
and planetary rewards. Mushrooms help us reconnect to nature in profound ways and can be 

powerful allies for protecting the planet from the ecological injury we inflict.”  

More specifically, “this book focuses on healing the planet using mycelial membranes, also 
known as mycelium, a fungal network of threadlike cells; it is a mycological manual for 

rescuing ecosystems.” 

Stamets was the guest speaker at the annual meeting of the Alaska Botanical Garden 

conference in 2009. 

Annual Weed Workshop  

April 30th 

9—4 at the Kachemak Bay 

Campus of UAA 
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Opening May 6th 

10am to 6pm Tuesday thru Sunday                                                                                                                                                                  

2661 sterling hwy * 399-2007 

Veggie, herb and flower starts * Hanging baskets * over 20 varieties of tomatoes including heirlooms 

mailto:brianmaupin@hswcd.org
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Mc Neil Canyon Elementary announces it’s Annual $20.00 Fritz Creek Gift Certificate Sale.  On sale April 

19th through May 10th at the Homer Bookstore, McNeil Canyon Elementary Office or from a McNeil Can-

yon Elementary 6th grade student.  Fritz Creek Gardens donates a percentage of every purchase to the 

6th grade class and the proceeds go to assist the class in their spring field trips. 

Good for a 10 inch pot made up of ivy geraniums, red or pink, your choice!  They are great for Mother’s 

Day, May Day or just to use for Fritz Creek Garden shopping.  You can also use this certificate toward 

the purchase of any item you choose!  Each certificate has a $20.00 redeemable value at Fritz Creek 

Gardens through May 30, 2010! 

For purchase, or clarification, call the school phone number at 235-8181 and the 6th Graders thank you 

for your support! 

Help out the  McNeil Canyon 6th Graders!! 

NOW OPEN 

LANDSCAPE AND GARDEN SUPPLY 

1067 OCEAN DR. 

11-6 Tuesday—Saturday 

235-1521 or 299-2476 



Brenda Adams received this email from the Hilo Tropical Gardens….and 

with this winter not releasing us from its grip, it sounds pretty good!!... 

 
Dear Garden Club Official,  
 
We would like to invite 
you and your garden group 
to our heritage garden just 
outside of Hilo, Hawaii. 
We are called: Hilo Tropi-
cal Gardens. Our historic 
garden was constructed by 
a Japanese man just after 
World War II, and has a 
large variety of tropical 
plants. A university botany 
class that visited identi-
fied and labeled many of 
our plants, and so the 
walkways are adorned 
with both the magnificent 
plants and signs for those 
who stroll them. 
We have a guesthouse, 
hostel, and campground on 
the premises. Our camp-
ground is set amidst the 
garden, so visitors are wel-
come to camp among the 
plants and enjoy nature at 
its best. We are only about 
300 meters from the Pa-

cific and beautiful beaches 
- with whale watching 
(during season) ... and 
snorkeling with giant tur-
tles. 
We are inviting garden 
clubs and botany groups 
from around Hawaii and 
the country to visit. We 
would love for you to stay 
here as your base, and 
then visit other regions of 
our incredible island as 
well: 
*Volcanoes National Park 
(most active volcano in 
the world) *Hawaii Tropi-
cal Botanical Garden 
*Mauna Kea Observatories 
(some of the most impor-
tant telescopes in the 
world) 
*Whale watching boat 
tours (winter season) *Nani 
Mau Gardens *University of 
Hawaii, Hilo Botanical Gar-
dens *Lava Boat Tours 
(spectacular when the lava 
is flowing into the ocean) 

*As you can see, we have 
many places of interest to 
a garden club, botany 
club, or more general 
Natural History club. I am 
the owner and manager, 
and would be happy to be 
the main contact for your 
group. Please feel free to 
contact me with any more 
details you might need. 
 
Aloha and Mahalo, 
Trish Owens 
 
info@hilogardens.com  
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Remember to Plant a Flat and get ready to divide your perennials for our 

Annual Plant Sale ~  

Member donations are the contributions that make this sale such a  

tremendous fundraiser for our Homer Garden Club! 



  

Today’s Date: ________________ 

New or Renewal    Month/Year _____/_____         ___BASIC $10    ___SUPPORTING $15   ___BUSINESS $25  

Please make check payable to “Homer Garden Club” and mail, along with form, to:  

Homer Garden Club, PO Box 2833, Homer, AK 99603. 

Name ________________________________ Phone_______________  Email______________________ 

Address ________________________________City/State/Zip ____________________________________ 

Resource info: May we put this information into our Resource Book for distribution to members?    __OK  __Not OK 

May we include your Email address in our Resource Book?       ___OK        ___Not OK 

May we send your Newsletter via Email?    ___Yes   ___No 

Gardening skill level (Make a guess):     ___Master         ___Advanced       ___Intermediate      ___Beginner  

# Years Gardening ______ # Years Gardening in Homer ______ Elevation of your Homer Garden_________ 

Gardening Conditions _____________________________________________________________________ 

Gardening Specialties _____________________________________________________________________ 

Gardening Goals _________________________________________________________________________ 

How would you like to participate in the Garden Club? 

___ Refreshments   ___ Spring Plant Sale           ___ Newsletter            ___ Autumn Harvest Dinner 

___ Telephone        ___ Pioneer Avenue Garden           ___ Baycrest Garden ___ Program Committee 

___ Nominating Committee  ___ Officer/Board of Directors Other _________________________________ 

 . 

THE HOMER GARDEN CLUB – MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Homer Garden Club  

P.O. Box 2833  

Homer, Alaska 99603  


