
Sunday, at 2 PM, May 23,  
Marion Owen of Kodiak will 
share her ideas about ex-
tending the growing sea-
son with the Homer Garden 
Club .  After eight years at 
sea as a seaman and mer-
chant marine officer, 
Marion found a home in 
1984 in Kodiak. Switching 
her focus to the land, 
Marion dove into learning 
the art of organic garden-
ing and then writing about 
her experiences. 
 
In addition to hands-on 
garden experience, Marion 
co-authored Chicken Soup 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 'ÁÒÄÅÎÅÒȭÓ 3ÏÕÌȟ 
which spent three months 
on the New York Times 
Bestseller list.  Like the 
ÂÏÏËȭÓ ÓÕÂÔÉÔÌÅȟ ȰΧΦΧ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ 
to sow seeds of love, hope 
ÁÎÄ ÌÁÕÇÈÔÅÒȟȱ -ÁÒÉÏÎ ÅÍȤ
braces a win-win attitude in 
all she does. 
 
In her published articles 
(online, and for 13 years, a 
weekly column for the Ko-
diak Daily Mirror), and her 
UpBeet Gardener newslet-
ter (which had subscribers 
in 70 countries), and work-
shops Marion provides 
ȰÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ 
ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÃÈÏÉÃÅÓȢȱ  3ÈÅ 
champions people who 
make a difference, covers 
healthy lifestyle tips, prac-
tical organic gardening, 
ÈÏ× ÔÏȭÓȟ ÔÒÅÎÄÓȟ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎȤ
mental issues, spirituality 
ÁÎÄ ȰÓÎÅÁËÙ ÎÕÔÒÉÔÉÏÎȱ ÒÅÃÉȤ
pes. 

A member of Sustainable 
Kodiak, Marion is passion-
ate about locally-grown 
food.  For 25 years she has 
volunteered at local com-
munity gardens and in the  
spring of 2006, she worked 
with Kodiak business lead-
ÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÌÁÕÎÃÈ Ȱ6ÅÇÇÉÅÓ ÁÔ 
7ÏÒËȟȱ Á ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ×ÈÅÒÅ 
employees at local busi-
nesses tend vegetable gar-
dens at their place of work 
and then donate the pro-
duce to people in the com-
munity who need it most.  
Word got out, and the Ex-
tension Service in Anchor-
age is looking a launch-
ing a Veggies at Work 
program, starting with 
gardens at 12 locations. 
 
With a dose of entrepre-
neurism, Marion also 
developed and patented 
PlanTea, an organic fer-
tilizer in tea bags. 
 
Nature is where she 
finds beautiful subjects 
to photograph, from 
snowflakes to underwa-
ter salmon.  Since the 
mid-ΧίήΦȭÓȟ ÈÅÒ Á×ÁÒÄ ×ÉÎȤ
ning images have been fea-
tured in or by National 
Geographic Traveler, Busi-
ness Week, Better Homes 
and Gardens, TIME, Alaska 
Magazine and Pillsbury, 
Inc., to name a few.  
 
Recently honored with a 
Women of Distinction 
award by Soroptimist Inter-
national of the Americas, 

Marion enjoys teaching 
classes and workshops..  
On a local level she devel-
oped a series of photogra-
phy, mosaic and organic 
gardening courses through 
the University of Alaska 
!ÎÃÈÏÒÁÇÅȭÓ +ÏÄÉÁË #ÏÌȤ
lege. 
 
Born and raised on Puget 
Sound in Washington 
State, Marion and her hus-
ÂÁÎÄ -ÁÒÔÙ ɉ+ÏÄÉÁËȭÓ (ÁÒȤ
bormaster), operate a B&B 
on the ocean and enjoy 
exploring Kodiak Island on 
the boat through their busi-

ness, Galley Gourmet, Inc., 
offering small-boat gour-
met dinner cruises and 
wildlife viewing trips.  
Marion loves to kayak, 
hike, practice macro pho-
tography, weed, read, de-
velop new recipes, make 
compost, and work out at 
the gym (though mostly 
during the winter!) 
 
                    (Contributed by Marion Olson) 
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Watch the field behind the plow 

turn to straight dark rows  

Put another seasonõs promise in the 

ground.  

   Stan Rogers 

Homer is bustling with activity as gar-

deners emerge from winter mode and 

focus on their gardens.  The Homer 

nurseries are now all open and offer 

fresh starts of vegetables and orna-

mentals, along with garden supplies 

and advice.  The deep snow drifts cov-

ering my vineyard, orchard, and garden 

are quickly receding and I am now able 

to visit them without wearing snow-

shoes.  The greenhouse is an oasis for 

the new plant starts and 

a place of renewal for me 

as I work the planting soil 

in the mixing bins with 

additives of fish meal, 

dolomite and plant food. 

As the sand hill cranes 

and other shorebirds 

return to Homer, the 

garden club members 

have also been busy.  

Monthly programs are 

being arranged, a web-

site is being developed, and the gar-

ÄÅÎÅÒȭÓ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÁÎ 

interactive internet presentation by an 

eminent Gardner is tak-

ing shape.  The Plant Sale 

Committee is putting 

together an event for 

June 5th that will provide 

gardeners with addi-

tional plants and raise 

money for the club.  New 

members are showing up 

at our meetings and the 

attendance is increasing.  

More and more people 

are participating in the 

gardening magic of Homer. 

Income   

Membership   $  20.00 

Books      450.00 

Donation          7.50 

 Total Income   $477.50 

 Expenses 

 Newsletter   $128.53 

Meeting      245.73 

Historian        15.29 

Plant Sale         9.99 

Gardenerôs Weekend      12.61 

 Total Expenses    $412.15 

  

Beginning balance 4-01-10            $10,376.18 

Income      477.50 

Expenses   (412.15) 

Ending balance 4-30-10            $10,441.53 

April Treasurerõs Report 

Musings From President Jack Regan 
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Peggy Craig, Treasurer 

Homer Garden Club Board 

Members  

President ~ Jack Regan ~ 235-3650   

Vice-President ~ Neil Wagner ~ 235-6953  

Secretary ~ Paula Riley ~ 235-3983  

Treasurer ~ Peggy Craig ~ 235-0631 

Social Chair ~ Roni Overway ~ 226-3404 

Historian ~ Barbara Kennedy ~ 235-4347 

Publicity ~ Barbara Landi ~ 235-1809 

Newsletter ~ Pam Voeller ~ 235-8078 

                     and Kim Smith ~ 235-6703 

!ÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ .Ï×ȣȢ#ÁÌÌ ÆÏÒ Á 0ÉÃË-UP! 



I spent a sunny afternoon in the garden 
just observing the soil, slope, sunshine, 
×ÉÎÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÂÉÒÄÓ ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇȢ )ȭÍ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
start turning our regular terraced gar-
den beds into more of a permaculture 
ÄÅÓÉÇÎȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÉÎÇ ÁÓ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÔÒÁÄÉȤ
ÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÅÒÍÁÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÐÅÒÅÎÎÉÁÌÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ 
ÇÒÏ× ÕÐ ÈÅÒÅȢ  3Ï ×ÅȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ 
ÃÒÅÁÔÉÖÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ 
work is just part of learning curve.  The 
bottom of the garden is getting totally 
rearranged to fit a 20 X 36 High Tunnel 
that should arrive near the end of May.  
The winter squash and corn are up now 
and looking forward to their new 
home.  The tomatoes and peppers are 
enjoying the sun in our greenhouse 
with a backup electric heater for the 
frosty nights. 

Last Sunday several of us spent a cou-
ple hours with Dave Schroer learning 
the basics of grafting fruit trees.  He 

made it look easy, -ÓÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÉÎÔÉÍÉȤ
dated.  For starters you need to use the 
ÓÁÍÅ ÔÈÉÃËÎÅÓÓ ÓÔÏÃË ÏÆ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 
growth to graft from and on to.  It 
also needs to be dormant, before 
the buds start swelling into leaves. 
A basic V graft is the best, then 
wrap it with real rubber electri-
cians tape. Make sure you mark 
what the graft is with indelible ink 
on survey tape or better a metal 
tag. 

Remember that five hundred feet 
in elevation is about the limit for 
growing fruit trees.  For those that 
asked about tree varieties.  Parkland is 
the best overall apple tree for this area 
with Norland close behind.  Yellow 
transparent also do well but in my ex-
perience they are a softer apple.  Evans 
(or Bali) and Montmorency. Sour 
cherry trees are the best varieties.  

Sweet cherries and Pear tree rarely 
mature and plum have an even harder 
time of it.  -)ȭÌÌ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ Á (ÉÇÈ 4ÕÎȤ

nel in a few years.  

 

The South Kenai Penin-
sula (SPK) Communi-
ties project has a 
Healthy Communities 
ÇÒÏÕÐ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ 
into getting more local 
food grown. We are 
looking at connecting 
those with land and 

extra garden space to mentor those 
×ÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÓȢ  )ÔȭÓ Á ×ÁÙ ÆÏÒ 
those with time and energy to work in 
gardening with potential mentoring 
from the land owner.  If you would like 
to be involved in either way contact me 
at:   neil@sustainablehomer.org 

Notes from Vice President Neil Wagner 

This story can fit 75 -125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an im-

portant part of adding content to your 

newsletter.  

Think about your article and ask your-

self if the picture supports or enhances 

the message youõre trying to convey. 

Avoid selecting images that appear to 

be out of context.  

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands 
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Remember the June 5th Plant  Sale!!  Divide those crowded perennials 
and share your extra starts!! 

Call Michael Linden at 235- 6632 or Barbara Kennedy at 235- 4347!!  



Armitageõs Vines and Climbers 

A Gardenerõs Guide to Best Vertical 

Plants 

By Allan M. Armitage  (Timber Press, 

Hardback, $29.95) 

 

For anyone who wants to expand 

their garden vertically, this is a hand-

some volume covering more than 115 

climbing and vining plants with color 

photos and easy to read text. 

Dr. Armitage writes plant portraits of 

both annuals and perennials that 

covers their habits, zones, propaga-

tion and etymology, all in person-

able prose and with lots of his char-

acteristic humor. 

Armitage adds dimension by bringing 

in authorities such as rose lover Suzy 

Bales and Clematis Society board 

member Lyndy Broder to name their 

favorite performers. 

There are only about two handfuls 

of climbers that I am aware of that 

gardeners grow in Alaska and this is a 

good reference book if you 

are looking to expand your 

repertoire and try something 

new and interesting. 

Armitage cites many plants 

that could possibly grow in 

Alaska and some are unusual 

and handsome, such as annu-

als Clitoria or butterfly pea 

and Ipomoea lobata or 

Spanish flag, which are 

among those worth searching out. 

The back of the book contains useful 

lists of cold hardy plants.  An index 

of botanical names and an index of 

common names are also included. 

Professor Armitage teaches horticul-

ture at the University of Georgia and 

travels extensively on the lecture cir-

cuit. If you were lucky to meet him 

when he visited Alaska in 2008 and 

gave talks and garden walk-

abouts in both Anchorage 

and Homer, then you will 

recognize, and practically 

hear, his voice throughout 

this book. 

My favorite Armitage quote 

from the introduction, ò 

However, everything I have 

written is not to be taken 

too seriously. After all, this 

is gardening, not rocket science. So, 

no worries, no exams will follow. 

Have  fun.ó 

 

If anyone has experience with any unusual 
vines or climbers and would like to share their 

knowledge, please email Fran at 

durner1@gmail.com. 

Fran Durner Reviews Allen Armitageõs Vines and Climbers  
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Thanks to all that promptly picked up their fish bone meal.   We were able to get it all gone in a couple of 

days.  Use it well and enjoy.   Peggy and Michael 

 

Jeff Werner the UAF Horticulture expert is going to give a talk on horticulture and greenhouses on May 

20th.   Details will be on   www.sustainablehomer.org/localfood  

Homer Garden  Club Bulletin Board  

http://www.sustainablehomer.org/localfood


3ÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÔÅÓ ÏÆ  *ÕÌÙ ΤΦ ÁÎÄ ΤΧ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ΤΡΣΡ 3ÕÍÍÅÒ 'ÁÒÄÅÎÅÒÓȭ 7ÅÅËÅÎÄȢ  7Å ËÎÏ× ÉÔ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÌÉËÅ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ÉÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇȟ 
but remember how quickly it goes.  Two months seems like a very long way off, but it will be here before we know it.  We hope 
you will make it a special weekend by inviting friends and family to share the fun.  Anyone who has ever planted a seed can 
learn something new and also enjoy the camaraderie of a group of enthusiastic gardeners during this super summer event. 
 

There will be two featured speakers on Saturday, the 24th.  Our first, at 11:00 am, will be Erica Glasener of Home & Garden TV 

fame.   A horticulturist and author, %ÒÉÃÁ ÈÁÓ ÈÏÓÔÅÄ Ȱ! 'ÁÒÄÅÎÅÒȭÓ $ÉÁÒÙȱ ÏÎ (ÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ 'ÁÒÄÅÎ 4ÅÌÅÖÉÓÉÏÎ ɉHGTV) for fourteen 

years. In her role as host, Erica interviews gardeners from all walks of life across the United States. She writes a biweekly col-

umn on plants and garden design for the Atlanta Journal-Constitution.  She  has also served as a contributing editor for Fine 

Gardening magazine, a Taunton Press publication. Her articles have appeared in The .Å× 9ÏÒË 4ÉÍÅÓȟ 4ÈÅ &ÁÒÍÅÒȭÓ !ÌÍÁÎÁÃ 

and Atlanta Magazine.   In her own garden, Erica grows vegetables, fruits (including blueberries), heirloom roses, bulbs, peren-

ÎÉÁÌÓȟ ÓÈÒÕÂÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÅÅÓȢ  (ÅÒ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÉÔÌÅÄȡ  Ȱ! 'ÁÒÄÅÎÅÒȭÓ $ÉÁÒÙȡ $ÅÓÉÇÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ-Round Garden.ȱ 3ÈÅ ÉÓ ÔÅÒÒÉÂÌÙ 

excited about her first ÖÉÓÉÔ ÔÏ !ÌÁÓËÁ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÅȭÓ ÂÒÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ ÔÏÏȢ  

 

Elliot Coleman, our second speaker, comes to Homer at 2:00 pm via the magic of E-Live computer technology. This will be a 

ȰÖÉÒÔÕÁÌȱ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÅÎÁÂÌÉÎÇ -ÒȢ #ÏÌÅÍÁÎ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÁË ÔÏ ÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÏÕÒ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÒÅÁÌ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ &ÏÕÒ 3ÅÁÓÏÎÓ &ÁÒÍȟ ÈÉÓ 

home in Harborside, Maine. There he produces year-round vegetable crops under extreme conditions in unheated and mini-

mally heated greenhouse structures.  Mr. Coleman is one of the most influential small-scale farmers in the U. S.  His 1989 

book, The New Organic Grower, is considered must-reading for organic farmers and market gardeners. Titled Ȱ4ÈÅ /ÕÔ ÏÆ 3ÅÁȤ

ÓÏÎ 'ÁÒÄÅÎÅÒȱȟ his presentation will include his live narration of his own photographs. 

 

Featured Sunday, the 25th, ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÕÒ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÔÏÕÒÓ ÏÆ ÓÉØ ÏÆ (ÏÍÅÒȭÓ ÂÅÓÔ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÔÏÕÒÓ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÏÆ 

the weekend. As always, we promise variety, gorgeous displays, surprises, and a fulfilling experience.  Following the tours our 

day will end with a reception at the Bear Creek Winery, an event that becomes more popular ÅÖÅÒÙ ÙÅÁÒȣ×ÉÎÅ ÔÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 

appetizers will be provided.  There will also be door prizes, and opportunities to chat with all your gardening friends. 

Watch for our posters and brochures around town, and purchase tickets after July 1 at the Homer Bookstore or the Chamber 
ÏÆ #ÏÍÍÅÒÃÅȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ 'ÁÒÄÅÎÅÒÓȭ 7ÅÅËÅÎÄ ÉÎ Á ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ ÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÙȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÁÌÌ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ 
members below.  We can always find a place for you!! 
 

Barb Landi:  235 1809   Roni Overway:  226 3404   Saraphine Bailey:  235 1402 

2010 Summer Gardenerõs Weekend Set for July 24 and 25 
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http://www.ajc.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenhouse
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_New_Organic_Grower&action=edit&redlink=1

