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Musings From President Jack Regan

Watch the field behind the plow
turn to straight dark rows

Put another

ground.

season

Stan Rogers

Homer is bustling with activity as gar-
deners emerge from winter mode and
focus on their gardens. The Homer
nurseries are now all open and offer
fresh starts of vegetables and orna-
mentals, along with garden supplies
and advice. The deep snow drifts cov-
ering my vineyard, orchard, and garden
are quickly receding and | am now able
to visit them without wearing snow-

shoes. The greenhouse is an oasis for interactive internet presentation by an

the new plant starts and s eminent Gardner is tak-
a place of renewal for mes ing shape. The Plant Sale
as | work the planting soi Committee is putting

in the mixing bins withj together an event for

additives of fish meal? June 8" that will provide

dolomite and plant food.; gardeners with  addi-

As the sand hill crane: tional plants and raise
and other shorebirdsf= money for the club. New

return to Homer, thef ® members are showing up
garden club members & at our meetings and the

have also been busy L attendance is increasing.
Monthly programs are More and more people

being arranged, a web i are participating in the

site is being developed, and the gar- gardening magic of Homer.
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Peggy Craig, Treasurer

Income

Membership $ 20.00
Books 450.00
Donation 7.50

Total Income $477.50
Expenses

Newsletter $128.53
Meeting 245.73
Historian 15.29

Plant Sale 9.99

Gardener 6s We e k elp.6ll

Total Expenses $412.15
Beginning balance@-10 $10,376.18
Income 477.50
Expenses (412.15)
Ending balance-30-10 $10,441.53

Tr easur

Flaoelepsqgjep Ciub Board

Members

President ~ Jack Regan ~ 23650
VicePresident ~ Neil Wagner ~ 28953
Secretary ~ Paula Riley ~ 23983
Treasurer ~ Peggy Craig ~ 28631
Social Chair ~ Roni Overway ~ 22404
Historian ~ Barbara Kennedy ~ 23347
Publicity ~ Barbara Landi ~ 23809
Newsletter ~ Pam Voeller ~ 23078
and Kim Smith ~ 236703

Jim Van Oss
(907) 235-1314
vanoss@xyz.net
48750 East End Rd

Organic Fish Compost

High Quality Soil Amendment
for Gardens & Lawns

Homer, AK 99603

o —

www.OceanEarthCompost.com %"' £
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Notes from Vice President Neil Wagner

| spent a sunny afternoon in the garden
just observing the sail, slope, sunshine,
xET Ah AT A AEOAO OE
start turning our regular terraced gar-
den beds into more of a permaculture

AAOGECI 8 )O060 AEAI
OEi T Al DAOI AAGI 000
COi x Ob EAOA8 31

AOAAOGEOA AgbPAOEI AT
work is just part of learning curve. The
bottom of the garden is getting totally
rearranged to fit a 20 X 36 High Tunnel
that should arrive near the end of May.
The winter squash and corn are up now
and looking forward to their new
home. The tomatoes and peppers are

made it look easyO1T AT 1 8 O .Sweet cherries and Pear tree rarely
dated. For starters you need to use the mature and plum have an even harder

OAi A OEEAET AOO OO(timeofit. ) 611 HI AT O OBDOA
growth to graft from and on to. It nel in a few years.

also needs to be dormant, before

The South Kenai Penin-

A basic V graft is the best, then /]
sula (SPK) Communi-

wrap it with real rubber electri- £

cians tape. Make sure you mar ties project has a
what the graft is with indelible ink Healthy =~ Communities .
on survey tape or better a metal \ E GOl Ob OEAO0O

into getting more local
food grown. We are
looking at connecting

tag.

Remember that five hundred feet
in elevation is about the limit for & those with land and

growing fruit trees. For those that extra garden space to mentor those

6;1Sked about trltlae valrieties.f Par:kland is Al OET C 01 EAOA CAOAA
t _ehbel\Tt (I)ve(rja Iapp e;rehe_z ((j)rt |$a|1|rea those with time and energy to work in
wit orland close Dbenind. eliow gardening with potential mentoring

transparent also do well but in my ex- from the land owner. If you would like
Last Sunday several of us spent a cou- perience they are a softer apple. Evans to be involved in either way contact me

ple hours with Daye Schroer learning (or Bali) and Montmorency. .S.our at: neil@sustainablehomer.org
the basics of grafting fruit trees. He cherry trees are the best varieties.

enjoying the sun in our greenhouse
with a backup electric heater for the
frosty nights.

Remember the June 5th Plant Sale!! Divide those crowded perennjals
and share your extra starts!!
Call Michael Linden at 235632 or Barbara Kennedy at 238347!!
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\._ Drug & Hardware /

including heavy equipment. S b %
H & % H &

Maintain your garden with help from
JUST ASK RENTAL, featuring
mowers, weed eaters, tillers, thatchers,
landscape tools, and much more -

\|
"~ Let ULMER'S help make o T
/- Tocaicd st N your gdrdc:d -~ Serving Homer
< 'hf ':"‘“‘d“ Mall showplace with our ( gardeners for aver ) 0 convey.
g B -’3; ‘: ';"; :““" / great assortment of N 30 years!
S PR 7 yard ornaments and pse. SN
- - planters.
| | R
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Fran Durner Reviews AllenAr mi t avmes @rsd Climbers

Armi tageds Vi
A Gardeneros
Plants

By Allan M. Armitage (Timber Press,
Hardback, $29.95)

nes

For anyone who wants to expand
their garden vertically, this is a hand-
some volume covering more than 115
climbing and vining plants with color
photos and easy to read text.

Dr. Armitage writes plant portraits of
both annuals and perennials that
covers their habits, zones, propaga-
tion and etymology, all in person-
able prose and with lots of his char-
acteristic humor.

Armitage adds dimension by bringing
in authorities such as rose lover Suzy
Bales and Clematis Society board
member Lyndy Broder to nhame their

a favorite performers.
Gui deTnere are only about two handfuls |

of climbers that | am aware of that

gardeners grow in Alaska and this is a
good reference book if you I
are looking to expand your

repertoire and try something m

new and interesting.

Armitage cites many plants
that could possibly grow in
Alaska and some are unusug
and handsome, such as ann
als Clitoria or butterfly pea @&
and /pomoea Ilobata or
Spanish  flag, which are
among those worth searching out.
The back of the book contains useful
lists of cold hardy plants. An index
of botanical names and an index of
common hames are also included.

Professor Armitage teaches horticul-

ture at the University of Georgia and
travels extensively on the lecture cir-
cuit. If you were lucky to meet him

when he visited Alaska in 2008 and
gave talks and garden walk-
@ abouts in both Anchorage
and Homer, then you will

recognize, and practically

I ARMITAGE'S [fi3 7S, A
Hectraved W8 hear, his voice throughout
CLIMBERS i

]

i this book.

¢{ My favorite Armitage quote
from t he i
However, everything | have
® written is not to be taken

too seriously. After all, this
is gardening, not rocket science. So,
no worries, no exams will follow.
Have fun. o

If anyone has experience with any unusual
vines or climbers and would like to share their
knowledge, please email Fran at

durnerl@gmail.com.

ntrod

Homer Garden Club Bulletin Board

Thanks to all that promptly picked up their fish bone meal. = We were able to get it all gone in a couple of
days. Use it well and enjoy. Peggy and Michael

Jeff Werner the UAF Horticulture expert is going to give a talk on horticulture and greenhouses on May
20™. Details will be on  www.sustainablehomer.org/localfood

BRIGHTEN your yard
GROW your garden

) WAGON WHEEL

1506 OCEAN DRIVE = HOMER, ALASKA 99603
PHONE 2358777
Lots & lots of
Bedding plants - flowers, tomatoes, Vegetables, herbs - seeds,
garden supplies. fertilizers, soils, chicks,
and more!
Monday -Friday 8:30-6:30, Satnrday 9:30-6:00, Sanday 12:00-5:00
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http://www.sustainablehomer.org/localfood

2010 Summer Gardenerodos Weekend Set f

3AOA OEA AAOAO 1T &# +*01U To ATA TX £ O OEA TPzZP 30i1 A0 ' AO,
but remember how quickly it goes. Two months seems like a very long way off, but it will be here before we know it. We hope
you will make it a special weekend by inviting friends and family to share the fun. Anyone who has ever planted a seed can
learn something new and also enjoy the camaraderie of a group of enthusiastic gardeners during this super summer event.

There will betwo featured speakerson Saturday, the 24th. Our first, at 11:00 am, will be Erica Glasener of Home & Garden TV
fame. A horticulturist and authoroOEAA EAO ET OOAA O! ' AOAAT AOB6 O HEBoDfoudteeh T ( 1
years. In her role as host, Eridaterviews gardeners from all walks of life across the United States. She writes a biweekly col-
umn on plants and garden design for thétlanta JournalConstitution. She has also served as a contributing editor for Fine
Gardening magazine, a Taunton Press publication. Her articles have appeared in TAex 91 OE 4 EI AOh 4EA &
and Atlanta Magazine. In her own garden, Erica grows vegetables, fruits (including blueberries), heirloom roses, bulbsnper
TEAl Oh OEOOAO AT A OOAAOG8! [(AOAADAOCADOABEBRignd GaldDrE BB EDEDOE A

excited about herfirst OEOEO O1 !''1 AOEA AT A OEAG6O AOET CEIC EAO EOOAATA

Elliot Coleman, our second speaker, comes to Homer at 2:00 pm via the magic-ldf/& computer technology. This will be a
OOEOOOAI 6 POAOAT OAGEIT AT AATETC -08 #11AI Al OI OPAAE OI Oc¢
home in Harborside, Maine. There he produces yeaund vegetable crops under extreme conditions in unheated and mini-
mally heated greenhouse structures. Mr. Coleman is one of the most influential sreedile farmers in the U. S. His 1989
book, The New Organic Groweis considered musteading for organic farmers andnarket gardeners. Titledd4 EA / OO0 | A&
O1 1 ' A Ondshreskr@adidm will include his live narration of his own photographs

Featured Sunday, the 25x Ei i AA 1 60 Al 1T OAiI Oi 000 1 &£ OCE@ 1 £ (i1 A08O AAO
the weekend. As always, we promise variety, gorgeous displays, surprises, and a fulfilling experience. Following the taurs o

day will end with a reception at the Bear Creek Winery, an event that becomes more popdlad® A OU UAAO8 xET A ¢
appetizers will be provided. There will also l#por prizes, and opportunities to chat with all your gardening friends.

Watch for our posters and brochures around town, and purchase tickets after July 1 at the Homer Bookstore or the Chamber

i £ #1011 AOAAsS8 y £ UT O xT O A TEEA O AA PAOO 1T &£ ' AOAAT AOOS
members below. We can always find a place for you!!

Barb Landi: 235 1809 Roni Overway: 226 3404 Saraphine Bailey: 235 1402

May 2010 Page5


http://www.ajc.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenhouse
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_New_Organic_Grower&action=edit&redlink=1

