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Davc Schroer Headlincs 5cptcmbcr 27 Harvcst Dinner Mecting

Get ready for a new and
improved Harvest dinner
celebration! Garden
Club members and
spouses are invited to
bring a dish for the pot-
luck: your choice of sal-
ads, side dish,
breads, des-

salmon
servings,
serts of casserole featur-
ing something made
from your garden, or
“harvested” from a local
market. Homer Garden
Club is providing roast
beast fit for the King of
Gardeners. Bring your
family favorite recipe in
the form of a
pie and enter
our Ist Annual
Pie Baking
Contest. Tra-
ditional, cream
and free form
pies  (tarts,
etc.) are wel-
come.  Your
name could be
drawn as a
judge, so get those taste
buds tuned up! There

are prizes for pies and

door prizes to go
around. Garden Club
shoppers have selected
the very best in prizes,
meat, and decorations

for your enjoyment.

There will be a short
business meeting to sup-
port out-going President
Brenda Adams as she
passes the torch to the
competent hands
of....you have to come
to find out. (There are
GREAT candidates for
the open positions on
the Board—Hooray for
their new ideas and spirit
of ser-
vice.)
Long
time lo-
cal gar-
dener
and fruit
grower
Dave
Schroer

il
share his
analysis of many years of
data to help gardeners

understand the puzzle of
“What happened last
year?” Many of us ex-
perienced significant
losses to berry bushes,
trees and shrubs. It is
important to understand
the contributing factors
so we can prevent future
failures. It will be educa-
tional and inspiring for
Dave to share his find-
ings with us.

Although the meeting
will be short, and we
won’t be doing round-
table sharing as has been
past practice, there will
be helpful information on
raspberry and apple dis-
eases, and a “composter
(with
opportunity to order a
composter at reduced
rates). The focus will be

demonstration”

on Good Gardening,
Good Friends and Great
Food. We'll start at 6:00
p-m. at the Homer Meth-
odist Church.

Contributed by Millie Lewis

New T his Year at
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Homer Garden Club

Thank You ]:or A” Your Support

The most notable
accomplishments
we’ve created
togcther include
Kachemak
C u/tivating From
Seaside to Summit
and Gardcncrs’
Weekend.

It’s been six years since first
you put your trust in me to
lead the Homer Garden Club.
| thank you for that trust and
for the tremendous support so
many of you have given me and
the club since then. I've thor-
oughly enjoyed working with
you, getting to know
so many of you well
and seeing the fruits
of our labor material-
ize in such tangible

~ ways.

most notable
ccomplishments
we've created to-

Wi mak Cultivating  from
=+ Seaside to Summit and

Gardeners’ Weekend.
Kachemak Cultivating is the
third edition of the Homer
Garden Club book and repre-
sents a major re-write and
expansion of the earlier ver-
sions. Did you know it's 75
pages longer than the second
edition and, in the spirit of
increasing all our knowledge,
uses botanical nomenclature?
I’s also nearly sold out. Your
new Board of Directors will
need to consider whether and
when to reprint this version or
to do another update. I'm
sure they’ll appreciate your

input to this major decision.

Gardeners’ Week-end which
began as an idea to “try some-
thing new” has turned into a
major event that draws people
from all over the state as well
as outside. The kudos and
thank you’s we received from
those attending makes the
effort well worth it. It also
gives us the opportunity and
forum to bring in a major, na-
tionally recognized speaker to
compliment the mostly local
Alaskan speakers we have
throughout the year at our

regular meetings. The fabulous
gardens we’ve been able to visit
each year have yielded many
ideas and much inspiration. It’s
really fun to see some of the very
clever and unusual things our
local gardeners have created for

their own pleasure.

During the time I've been your
President, 25 different club mem-
bers have served as officers or
Board members. These include
Shirley Forquer and Teena Garay
who as Past President and Vice
President have served with me
for the entire six years. Thank
you both very much. Your
steadfast support, good-natured
camaraderie and hard work have
been invaluable. The rest of the
group, starting with the current
officers and going back in time,
includes Roni Overway, Barb
Landi, Patrick Church, Peggy
Craig, Rachael Roe, Pam Voeller,
Kim Smith, Barbara Kennedy,
Christine Wickham, Allyn Law-
rence, Jeanne Walker, Roberta
Harris, Linda Reinhart, Pat Gross,
Kathee Keifer, Millie Lewis, Liz
Johnson, Rosie Burgess, Kate
McNulty, Elaine Grabowski,
Tracy Asselin, Lorna Olsen and
Rita Jo Shoultz, many of whom
held offices for multiple years.
Working with each of you has
been a tremendous pleasure for
me. Thank you all for the in-
credible amount of work and
effort you've put into making the
Homer Garden Club something

very special.

One of the goals set by the
Board in 2003 was to increase
volunteerism. Not only does the
list above demonstrate success in
this area, but the more than 90
other folks who have volun-
teered for different projects
along the way speaks volumes of
how engaged our membership is.
Without broad participation any
organization, especially an all-

Brenda Adams, President

volunteer one, stagnates.
Certainly no one can say that
about our vibrant club. As |
thank you, | also encourage
you all to continue to partici-
pate and give the same won-
derful support you've given
your current Board to the
new one that will be voted
into office at the Harvest

Dinner.

I’'m pleased to report that as |
leave office, the club is fiscally
sound and with a large, active
membership. After buying a
new computer and Power-
Point projector this year, and
paying all our other expenses,
the treasury has, as of the
end of August, $13,070.44.
Our membership has grown
to 189 from the 13 we had
in 2003. We've had so many
folks attend our monthly
meetings that we outgrew
our traditional venue and
relocated to the Bidarka Inn.
You are a gregarious lot who
share a very free give and
take of information and opin-
ions at our meetings and I've
learned a lot from those ex-

changes.

Finally, may | say that, al-
though I've been campaigning
to step down for the past
year, and am relieved that
good people have come for-
ward to carry on the club’s
leadership, | find myself sur-
prisingly sad. | will miss hav-
ing a ready reason to call or
email so many of you to hear
your thoughts and ideas.
Your friendship has become
quite dear to me. So don’t be
surprised if | contrive an ex-

cuse to keep in contact.

Again, thank you.
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Trcasurcr’s chort

JUI‘\C, Julg and August 2009 Feggg Craig, T reasurer

Income Beginning Balance 6-1-09 $6,401.41
Membership $570.00 Income 10,961.80
Newsletter Ads 130.00 Expenses (4.292.77)
Plant Sale Cash 300.00 Ending Balance $13,070.44
Plant Sale 3,230.80

Books 360.00

Bank error 1.00

Gardeners Weekend Cash Box 340.00

Gardeners Weekend 5,280.00

Bins 750.00

Total Income $10,961.80

Expenses

Gardeners Weekend 2,003.91

Gardeners Weekend Cash Box 340.00

Administration 121.54

Newsletter 301.73

Meeting 59.63

DeSabato-Aust 75.63

Carwash Sign 43.54

Plant Sale Cash Box 300.00

Overlook Garden 68.09

Plant Sale 228.70

Bins 750.00

Total Expenses 4,292.77

@"'Vvvvv<""v77v@@'"'Vva‘""Vvvv@

The love ofgarc!ening is a seed that once sown, never dies.
erimnde el
even through the hardest Alaskan winter, nurture Your garden dreams
with books from our gardening section.

3%2 |© Pioneer Ave
Homer, AK
907-2%5-7496

Mondag ~5aturc{a3
fOam ~ 6pm
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Gardcncr’s ch‘(cnd 2009 a Trcmcnc]ous Succcssl

Hey, Gardeners! In case you weren’t there or haven’t heard, our Summer Gardeners’ Weekend, 2009, was a tremendous
success.

Thanks go out to the members of the weekend committee for all of their hard work. If you see any of them you might
add your kudos as well: Brenda Adams, Saraphine Bailey, Terry Billotte, Barb Landi, Millie Lewis, Loraine Murphy, Lorna
Olson, and Roni Overway. They organized an incredible event which drew approximately 325 gardeners from Homer,

other parts of the Kenai Peninsula, Anchorage, Willow, and even some visitors from the lower 48.

Our visiting speaker, Don Engebretson (www.renegadegardener.com), was exceptional. Mixing fact and foolishness, his
two lectures on Saturday, August |¥, were entertaining as well and informative. Those attending the first presentation
learned how to avoid some common missteps in garden planning and design. During the second he introduced some com-
mon, as well as not-so-common, plant varieties that do well in our zone. His Minnesotan gardening expertise translated
well to our own northern beds and borders. On Sunday, accompanied by Millie Lewis and Jack and Jane Regan, he visited
all of our open gardens. For his humorous and complimentary take on the event, make a trip to his website. The write

up is well worth your time and the photos are beautiful. He captured us well!

Once again, under incredibly sunny skies this year, the reception that followed at the Bear Creek Winery was extremely
popular. Having an opportunity to visit with other gardeners, to enjoy some wonderful refreshments and sample some of
the tantalizing creations of our hosts, Bill and Dorothy Fry, is a wonderful way to conclude a really fun weekend! Again, if
you run into those two generous people, please say “thanks!” For the second year in a row they hosted an event that

appears to have become another highlight of the entire weekend.

To those who donated door prizes, those who served on the mini-committees either as garden hostesses or helpers in
other venues, and those who provided refreshments, A BIG THANK YOU!

To our garden owners, thank you again. Without you, there would be no Gardeners’ Weekend: Roger and Denice
Clyne, Peter and Flo Larson, Don and Mary Ann Fell, Paul Dungan and Jenny Carroll, Jim and Linda Rienhart, and Dr. Ken

Hahn and Linda Stearns.

About now, aren’t you wondering how the committee can top this next year??? Stay tuned!! And sign up to help out if
you want to get in on the action!!

MN!'I"” T e
1
|
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Homer (GGarden Club Bu”ctin Board

News and ]mcormation for Members

Listed below are the slate of candidates running for the Homer
Garden Club Board of Directors:

President — Jack Regan
Vice President — Neil Wagoner

Treasurer — Peggy Craig
Recording Secretary — Open (Rachel Roe will continue until position is

filled)

Historian — Barbara Kennedy

Social Secretary — Roni Overway

Publicity — Barbara Landi

Newsletter and Data Base — Kim Smith and Pam Voeller
Past President — Brenda Adams

The Alaska Maritime National
Wildlife Refuge Islands and
Oceans facility presents Juneau
Arboretum Director Merrill
Jensen on September |1th at
12:p.m. He will be discussing
“True Gems and Bad Actors:
Lessons Learned at the Juneau
Arboretum.” For more infor-
mation call Nikki Hinds at 226-
4629 of «check http://
alaskamaritime.fws.gov

Vote for your slate of Officers at the September 27th Meeting!

Pam tells us she is attending this forum...sounds great!

Grown in Alaska: Growing and keeping the “green” in Alaska \ /
September 22-23, 2009, 9:00 a.m. — 4:30p.m.

Palmer Community Center

Alaska sends millions of dollars outside the state each year for plants that are native to or that could be grown in the
State. Growing conditions and market limitations make it a challenge to compete with larger growers further south.
What can we do to keep the “green” in Alaska?

Join growers, landscape designers, contractors, garden center owners, public and private land managers, and government
agencies to explore ways to create markets and meet demand for plants grown locally, especially Alaska natives.

The focus of this workshop, the first in a series, will be on producing, marketing, and planting Alaska Grown trees, shrubs,
and perennials.

For more information contact Patricia Joyner at 269-8465 or patricia.joyner@alaska.gov.

So that's where the weeds came from!
By CONNIE NELSON | Star Tribune (Minneapolis)

According to a news release from the Weed Science Society of America (yes, there is such a group), "weeds hitch
a ride with container  -grown ornamentals.” The group sites a recent study by the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
which tried to find out what fueled a surge in nonnative, invasive weeds in Alaska. They found "significant num-
bers of nonnative weed species were hitchhiking across the state in the same containers as ornamental flowers
and shrubs."

For the study, they incubated the soil from a variety of container -grown plants and found 54 weeds, only 3 of
which were native to Alaska. It seems that balled -and burlaped trees and shrubs held more weeds than herbs,
veggies and perennial containers. And that more weeds sprouted from potting mixes that contained soil than

from sterile, soil  -less potting mixes.

You may find this study silly. | find it empowering. Now | can use scientific evidence to explain away the weeds
in my garden, instead of having to admit that I'm a lazy gardener. | can simply say, "The container plants did it!"
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THE HOMER GARDEN CIL UB - MEMBE RSHIPF FORM

Today’s Date:

New or Renewal Month/Year / BASIC $10 __ SUPPORTING $I5 __ BUSINESS $25
Please make check payable to ‘“Homer Garden Club’”’ and mail, along with form, to:
Homer Garden Club, PO Box 2833, Homer, AK 99603.

Name Phone Email

Address City/State/Zip

Resource info: May we put this information into our Resource Book for distribution to members? _ OK _ Not OK
May we include your Email address in our Resource Book? ___OK ___Not OK

May we send your Newsletter via Email? _ Yes _ No

Gardening skill level (Make a guess): __ Master __Advanced __ Intermediate  __ Beginner

# Years Gardening # Years Gardening in Homer Elevation of your Homer Garden

Gardening Conditions

Gardening Specialties

Gardening Goals

How would you like to participate in the Garden Club?

Refreshments Spring Plant Sale __ Newsletter Autumn Harvest Dinner
Telephone Pioneer Avenue Garden Baycrest Garden Program Committee
Nominating Committee Officer/Board of Directors ~ Other

Homcr Garclcn Club
P.O.Box28%%

[Fomer, Alaska 99603




